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INTRODUCTION. 


[ Am reſpectfully to ſolicit the at- 
tention of the Public, before whom 
I come under the hardeſt compul- 
ſion, having never aſpired to be- 
come an author, much leſs to enter 
into a literary diſpute with a Lady; 
but when, in violation of all female 
decorum, that Lady fo far forgets 
herſelf as to villity and traduce me 
in the coarſeſt language, and to ex- 
tend this outrage to one deſervedly 


dear to me, whom I am bound, by 


the moſt folemn ties, to protect, 


when under pretence of aſſerting 
her daughter's innocence, ſhe brings 
forward the groſſeſt inſinuations and 


calumnies in the moſt public man- 


ner, 


— «n.. — — 


1 


ner, and charges them on us, it 
becomes neceſſary to ſhew the injuſ- 
tice of the charge, by ſtating to the 
Public the tranſaction, as far as we 
are concerned; and though the 
criminality of her daughter be made 
apparent, the blame cannot be im- 
puted to me; the imprudent con- 
duct of the mother forces out the 
truth. My wiſh was, that it might 
have been concealed from the pub- 
lic eye, in compaſſion to the mo- 
ther, as well as the daughter; and 
when I found an inveſtigation could 
not be avoided, I meant to have 
done it by an appeal to the laws of 
my country, as the annexed opinion. 
of Counſel will explain, which will 
alſo account for the neceſſity of this 

publica- 


r 


% 
2 


C „ 1 
publication. The perſon mo ing 
tereſted, from the nobleſt motives, 
abſtains from all defence in his Nn 


cauſe; and it 15 obvious to remack, 


that the ſame motives which re- 


ſtrain him ought to ſtimulate me. 


His ſilence may, and doubtleſs 
would, on many accounts, be im- 
puted to him as honour ; the hardeſt 
conſtructions would, probably, be 
made on mine. The afhdavits and 
documents are ſuch as were laid 
before Counſel for legal advice; and 
though but a part were furniſhed 
by me, I avoid cither ſelecting, or 
any ways altering the form of the 
ſtatement. The facts, as ſtated, I 
ſhall leave to the diſcernment of the 


reader, without cither argument or 


obſerva- 


[ viii } 
| A obſervation ; nor will it be expected 
Is ſhould deſcend to reply to the 


vulgar and outrageous abuſe of Mrs: 


Gunning's publication. 


Convinced no perſon will think 
=q theſe documents wantonly brought 
=! forward, it only remains I ſhould 
apologize to thoſe very reſpectable 
| perſonages, whoſe names are un- 
| avoidably made uſe of —a liberty 
| the exigence of the caſe alone can 


| excuſe. 


ESSEX BOWEN. 


April 10, 1791. 


- — 1 9 72 . Ss a 


CASE. 


M RS. GUNNING's Pamphlet is left 
herewith for your peruſal, as alſo the copy 
of the paragraph in the Morning Poſt of 
19th March, 1791, containing an extract 
from the publication, Captain and Mrs. 
Bowen feel their characters ſo much called 
in queſtion by the ſame, that they think 
it right to requeſt your advice on the occa- 
ſion. They are poſſeſſed of, and have in 
their power, ample materials (copies of 
which are now left for your peruſal) to 
falſify every fact charged on them, or al- 
luded to againſt them, in that publication, 
and fully to juſtify their own characters 


and conduct in the buſineſs. 
b Will 


„ 

Will it, therefore, be adviſeable and 
proper for them to proſecute the author 
and publiſhers, or either of them, crimi- 
nally, or by action, and againſt whom 
would you adviſe ſuch action or criminal 
proſecution; or in what other manner 
ſhould Captain and Mrs. Bowen a& ſo as 
to take off the impreſſion theſe publica- 
tions may have made to their prejudice? 


OPINJON. 


E 


OPINION. 


WE have read Mrs. Gunning's pam- 
phlet which accompanied the Caſe, and 
find in it charges of a very ſerious nature 
againſt Captain and Mrs. Bowen: but per- 
ſons are every now and then placed in 
ſituations ſo ſingular, that the wiſeſt laws 
(which are directed to general objects) are 
not always adequate to reach them. 


The law does not authoriſe proſecutions 
or actions merely to aſſert character by 
eſtabliſning the falſehood of calumny, but 
as the means of recovering damages by 
the party injured, or criminally puniſh- 
ing the offenders againſt the public peace ; 
and the opinion of the world, therefore, 
is very much governed on ſuch ſubjects 


by the amount of the damages given or 
b 2 the 


' 


[xii 3 

the puniſhment inflicted. A very ſmall 
part of the Public have leiſure or ability 
to inveſtigate the merits of the trial, and 


the general judgement is formed by the 


event. In the preſent caſe, therefore, if 
Captain Bowen were to have recourſe to 
law, and were to prevail, the event on the 
principle alluded to would rather miſlead 
than undeceive the Public, becauſe the 
puniſhment or damages would probably be 
very ſmall. We put, indeed, puniſhment 
out of the queſtion ; for as his object is 
the vindication of his character, it would 
not be effected by a proſecution which 
ſhuts out the author or publiſher from a 
juſtification founded on the truth of the 
publication. He could only, therefore, 
conſiſtently with his views, which are 
very properly directed, commence an ac- 
tion for damages agatnſt the author, the 
printer, or both. | 


With 


„„ 

With regard to the firſt, every princi- 
ple of honour and delicacy forbids an ac- 
tion againſt Mrs. Gunning, becauſe the 
General himſelf muſt, by the forms of 
law, be made the Defendant with her, 
and what is more eſſential, would be re- 
ſponſible for the damages and coſts reco- 
vered againſt her: beſides Mrs. Gunning 
is (as it is reported) abroad, and out of 
the juriſdiction of the Court. 


With regard to the printers, though 
they are, by the policy of the law, reſpon- 
ſible for what they publiſh, yet, in eſti- 
mating damages, that reſponſibility is ge- 
nerally meaſured by circumſtances. 


Where a man maliciouſly, or even raſhly, 
ſends forth from a mercenary preſs unau- 
thorized or anonymous ſlander, the wrong 
ſuffered, be it what it may, ought to lead 
to the meaſure of the damages: But where 


3 a printer, 


[ xiv | 
a printer, as in this caſe, in the fair courſe 
of his trade, only gives circulation to the 
narrative of a perſon of rank in the world, 
in the publicity of which, honour, and even 
perſonal ſafety, appear to be intereſted, 
which is beſides ſanctioned, with the ſo- 
lemnity of an oath. And with the truth 


or falſehood, of which the printer does not 


appear to have mixed himſelf by any a& 
beyond the mere one of printing, a jury 
would undoubtedly diſtinguiſh between the 
malicious invention and the innocent me- 
chanic. But there is a higher principle in 
our minds than the ſucceſs of an action; 
namely, the juſtice of it. And we do not, 
therefore, adviſe Captain Bowen to proſe- 
cute a ſuit which, to render at all uſeful to 
him, muſt be puſhed to the effect of reco- 
vering heavy damages againſt a mere prin- 
ter, to whom, in this particular inſtance, 
no malice is imputed. | 


Captain Bowen, in this particular ſitua- 
non, 
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tion, has no alternative but to rely on the 
inſufficiency of the evidence brought for- 
wards by Mrs. Gunning, or to ſtate to the 
public the facts relating to himſelf which 
accompany the caſe, and which appear to 
us to be ſufficient to bear out any legal pro- 
ceeding, and extremely material and im- 
portant for public conſideration, 


This, however, is a matter of diſcretion 
with himſelf, and not within our province 
to adviſe on ; only, that if he purſues that 
courſe, we would ſuggeſt to him the pro- 


priety of a plain and ſimple communication 


of the facts, rather than a diſplay of argu- 
ment or compoſition, however much he 
may feel his mind affected by what has 
been written againſt him. 


T. ERSKkINE, 
J. CAMPBELL, 
JohN FonBLANQUE. 


April 7th, 1791. 


STATE OF FACTS, 


AS 


LAID BEFORE COUNSEL. 4 


Miss Elizabeth Gunning, the only 
child of General Gunning, and niece of 
the late Ducheſs of Argyll, aged twenty- 
one and upwards, from her family and 


connections was introduced to people of 
the firſt rank. 


Reports had, in the courſe of laſt ſum- 
mer, been circulated, that a marriage was 


intended between the Marquis of Bland- 


R ford, 


2 
ford, the eldeſt ſon of the Duke of Marl- 
borough, and Miſs Gunning, and ſeveral 


letters were faid to have paſſed between 
the parties. Suſpicions, however, having 
been entertained by General Gunning as to 
the truth and authenticity of theſe letters 
and correſpondence, Miſs Gunning, in juſ- 
tification of herſelf, wrote a narrative of 
what, as ſhe alledged, had paſſed between 
her and the Marlborough family, particu- 
larly Lord Blandford. — On the idea that 
the facts ſtated in that narrative were true, 
Gencral Gunning wrote a letter to the 
Duke of Marlborough, which he delivered, 
together with a packet encloſing Miſs Gun- 
ning's narrative, to his own. Groom on 
Thurſday the 3d of February, 1791, in 
the torcnoon, with orders to go with the 
lame to the Duke of Marlborough's at 


Blenheim. The letter was in the follow- 


ing words : 


CC MY 


c 


** 


cc 


66 


cc 


cc 


4e 


cc 


6&6 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


6s 


1 7 1 


ST. JAMES'S PLACE, 
3 Feb*'y, 1791. 


«© MY LORD, 


„I nave the honour of addreſſing this 
letter to your Grace, not with the 


ſmalleſt wiſh, after what has paſſed, of 


having a marriage eſtabliſhed between 


Lord Blandford and my daughter, or of 


claiming any promiſe or propoſal to that 
effect, but merely to know whether your 
Grace, or the Ducheſs of Marlborough, 
have it in recollection that your Graces 
or Lord Blandford ever gave my daugh- 


ter reaſon to think a marriage was once 


intended. 


«© My motive for giving this trouble 


ariſes merely from a deſire of removing 


any imputation from my daughter's cha- 
B 2 de facter, 


cc 


cc 


cc 


£6 


6c 


(e 


66 


66 


66 


cc 


cc 


66 


6c 


6c 


cc 


ec 


40 


1 


racter, as if ſhe had entertained an idea 


of ſuch importance without any reaſon- 
able foundation. | 


% For my own fatisfaQtion, and that of 
my moſt particular friends, who had 
been induced to believe the reports of 
an intended marriage, I have deſired 
my daughter to draw up an accurate 
narrative of every material circumſtance 
on which that belief was founded. 


„This narrative I have the honour of 
tranſmitting to your Grace for your 
own peruſal, and that of the Ducheſs 
of Marlborough and Lord Blandford, 
thinking it highly ſuitable that you 
ſhould have an early opportunity of 
examining it; and I beg leave to re- 
queſt your Grace will, after examina- 
tion, correct or alter ſuch paſſages as 


may appear either to your Grace, the 
+ Ducheſs 


\F 


'& 
* 
5 
. 

by 1 


[3-1 
«« Ducheſs of Marlborough, or Lord Bland- 
ford, to be erroneouſly ſtated. 


* I] have the honour to be, 
* With the greateſt reſpect, 


% My Lokp, 


© Your Grace's 
&« Moſt humble and 


«© Moſt obcdient Servant, 


JohN GUNNING,” 


On the 4th of February the Groom de- 
livered to General Gunning's Valet a let- 
ter, the cover directed. General Gun- 
* ning, St. James Place, London, Feb. 

3d ;“ which cover appeared to be ſealed 
i with the Duke of Marlborough's arms.— 


The letter was in the following words: 


[A] 


*© BLENHEIM. 


«31K, 

* I TAKE the earlieſt opportunity to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter, 
and 


cc 
40 
cc 
cc 
40 
60 
ce 
40 
40 
E 
c6 
40 
40 
cc 
«6 
40 
60 
6 
40 
6 
cc 


6c 


EI 
and to anſwer it with that explicitneſs 
you are ſo much entitled to. From the 
firſt of the acquaintance of the D—s 
of Marlborough and myſelf had with 
Miſs Gunning, we were charmed with 
her, and it was with infinite ſatisfaction 
we diſcovered Blanford's ſentiments 
ſimilar to our own. It had been long 
the with of both to ſee him married to 
ſome amiable woman — your daughter 
was the perſon we had fixed on, and we 
had every reaſon to ſuppoſe the object 
of his tendereſt affections, and, from 
the conduct of both himſelf and his fa- 
mily, yourſelf and Miſs Gunning had 
undoubtedly every right to look on a 
marriage as certain — indeed when I left 
town laſt ſummer I regarded her as my 
future daughter, and I muſt fay it 1s with 
ſorrow I relinquiſh the 1dea.—The ac- 
tions of young men are not always to 


be accounted for ; and it is with regret 


1 acknowledge my fon has been particu- 


„ larly 


1 


& larly unaccountable in his. — I beg you 
«© will do me the juſtice to believe that I 
« ſhall ever think myſelf your debtor for 


t 
5 * 
] 
5 
4 
4 
55 
* x 


+ the manner in which you have con- 
| ducted yourſelf in this affair, and that 
' % muſt always take an intereſt in the 
happineſs of Miſs Gunning — I beg, if 
„ ſhe has not conceived a diſguſt for the 


0 


4 


* 


6 


* 


* 


whole of my family, ſhe will accept the 
ſincereſt good wiſhes of the Ducheſs 
and my daughters. 


6 


* 


6 


© J have the honour to remain, 
I. 
« Your much obliged and 


«© Moſt obedient, humble Servant, 


„ MARLBOROUGH.” 


General Gunning.” 


Be. 

On the receipt of this letter General 
Gunning was much pleaſed, and imme- 
diately went to the Duke of Argyll's with 
it, and ſhewed it to the Duke; but very 
ſoon after General Gunning was convinced 
he had been abuſed, and that the letter 
above ſtated, which he ſuppoſed came 
from the Duke of Marlborough, was 
forged, 


What firſt induced a ſuſpicion that this 
letter of the 3d of February was a for- 
gery, was, that the word Blandford was 
ipelt Blanjord ; that the wax with which 
it was ſealed was black, though the letter 
was wrote on gilt paper; and the envelope 
was a different hand to the letter itſelf. 


About five in the afternoon of Tueſday 
the 8th of February, in the forenoon of 
which day General Gunning had ſeen Lord 
Henry Spencer, the General received a 
note from Mrs. Bowen, expreſſing her with 


ta 


T9] 


to ſee him that evening, but not to let any 
other part of his family know of it. 


It may be proper to ſtate, previous to 
mentioning the converſation between Ge- 
neral Gunning and Captain and Mrs. 
Bowen, at this interview, what had paſſed 
between Mrs. and Miſs Gunning, and Sy” 
tain and Mrs, Bowen. 


On or about the 2oth of January Mrs, 
Gunning informed Captainand Mrs. Bowen, 
that her daughter's match with Lord Bland- 
ford was at length ſettled, and would very 
ſhortly take place—that the marriage ſettle- 
ments were ſigned-Mrs. Gunning mention - 
ed the Truſtees on Miſs Gunning's part, and 
many other circumſtances —the wedding 
clothes, jewels, &c. — When Mrs. Gun- 
ning mentioned theſe circumſtances to Mrs. 
Bowen, ſhe was very preſſing with her to 
ſpend as much time as ſhe could at St. 
James's Place, as it was improper her 

C daughter 


1 * 4 
daughter ſhould go out till her marriage 
took place; that they (General Gunning's 


family) were in daily expectation of the ar- 


rival of Lord Blandford in town; but that 
Mrs. Gunning dreaded the effects of Lord 
Lorne's diſappointment (who had likewiſe, 
as ſhe ſaid, paid his addreſſes to Miſs Gun- 
ning) and that Mrs. Gunning apprehended 
her daughter's marriage with Lord Bland- 
ford would drive Lord Lorne to ſome act 
of deſperation. 


Both Captain and Mrs. Bowen (then re- 
ſpecting Mrs. Gunning as a perſon of ſtrict 
honour and veracity) had not the leaſt 
doubt but that a marriage between Lord 
Blandford and Miſs Gunning was to take 
place— till Tueſday the 1ſt of February, 
Mrs. Bowen received the following letter 
from Miſs Gunning, ſtated in the pam- 


phlet, a copy of which was ſent Mrs. Gun- 
ning with the affidavits, 


«© You 


cc 

\ 

] | cc 
66 
cc 

| * 

cc 
66 
66 
cc 
cc 
«c 
6c 
cc 
cc 

| 66 

66 

cc 

cc 


cc 


£6 


[80-54 


(B) 
8 o'Clock, Tueſday. 
„% You will, my dear Mrs. Bowing, be 


ſurprized at receiving a note from me ſo 
early ; but when I tell you my motive, 
you will, I am ſure, intercede with Me. 
Bowing to pardon the liberty I am going 
to take, and grant my requeſt. I will 
tell you, in a very few words, the ſitua- 


tion I have for ſome time been in- 


Mama, weded toLord Blandford, thought 
every thing he did right, while I was 
merely a cypher in the whole affair; 
and, indeed, to tell you the truth, that 
was the only light 1 wiſhed to be conſi- 
dered in; For though I acknowledged 
him to be very aimable, my heart re- 
fuſed him any ſhare in it, as it has long 
been devoted to another. Within this 
week I have gained papa ſo far of my 
ſide, as to repreſent to him that I was 
diſpleaſed with the conduct of Lord B,; 
and as he has a natural affection for the 

C 2 % per- 


£6 


cc 


cc 


ce 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


(e 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


( 12 } 
perſon intereſted in my application, he 
the more readily joined me, and three 
days ago wrote, at my poſitive requeſt, 
to the Duke of Marlborough to tell him 
that I was not fatisfied with Lord B., 
and in the moſt handſome manner wiſhed 
to break off all further connection. The 
Duke of M. wrote a letter, which he re- 
ceived yeſterday, and of which I incloſe 
you the copy, and beg you will have 
the goodneſs to aſk Mr. Bowing to write 
it off fair for me, as I wrote it from me- 
mory, and with to ſend it to a friend of 
mine this evening by the poſt. Pray 
tell him my ſtory, but ſave me as much 
as you can. If I could preſent Lord 
Lorne to you, he would be an apology 
for every thing I have done. Neither 
papa or I have courage to tell mama 
this, for ſhe deteſts the perſon deareſt 
to me on earth. I am fure I may de- 
pend on your not telling her any part of 


this letter. I ſhould have ſpoken to you 
“ laſt 


1322 
“ laſt night, but I found I had not cou- 
% rage. Do not ſend any note or meſſage 
eto this houſe about the contents of this 
letter: I will ſend to you about two 
„ o'clock for the copy I hope Mr. Bow- 
„ing will have the goodneſs to ſend me. 
I would call, but that I am to be all the 
* morning at Argyle Houſe, I write in 
„ ſuch a hurry I do not believe you will 
„be able to read this. 


* 


Ever yours affectionately, 


& E. GuNNING.“ 


In the cover incloſed with that letter 


was a written paper, purporting to be a 


letter from the Duke of M. to General 
Gunning (being the letter marked A) ſee 


P- 5. Mrs. Bowen does not recollect ever 
having received any letter or note from 
Miſs Gunning before, nor had ſhe ever 


ſpoken with her on the ſubject of the ſup- 
poſed 


„„ 


poſed marriage. On receiving the letter 


on Tueſday, Captain and Mrs. Bowen tox 


it for granted that Miſs Gunning really 
had declined the addreſſes of Lord Bland- 
ford or d Lorne's ſake, and that the 
General and his daughter had their reaſons 
for not letting Mrs. Gunning know it.— 


They (Captain and Mrs. B.) had no com- 
munication with any of the parties but the 


General's family; and though they were 
trequently at General Gunning's houſe, 
they very ſeldom ſaw him, he being often 
engaged out. Indeed Captain Bowen never 
had ſpoken to the General on the ſubject of 


Miſs Gunning's marriage. — Mrs. Bowen 


* Miſs Gunning in converſation with Mrs. Bowen 
ſome days after, expreſſed the obligation to Captain 
Bowen for having copied the letter for her on Tueſ- 
day; and on Saturday ſhe informed Mrs. Bowen ſhe 
had another letter that her father had ſince received 
from the Duke of Marlborough, which ſhe meant to 
requeſt Captain Bowen to copy for her. 


had 


Ty 4 
a 
1 


— - 


1 
had once, in the month of November“, 
when ſhe was to pay General Gunning's 
family a viſit from Kenſington, mentioned 
the report reſpecting Lord Blandford and 
Miſs Gunning's marriage, which the Gene- 
ral did not contradict. 


Mrs. Gunning conſtantly expreſſing a 
vaſt deal of anxiety for Lord Blandford's 
arrival, and likewiſe very great apprehen- 
ſions for the conſequences of his Lordſhip's 


*The firſt converſation Mrs. Bowen ever had with 


any part of General Gunning's family on the ſubject 


of Miſs Gunning's match, was in the month of No- 
vember, when on a viſit at St. James's Place. Mrs. 
Bowen having expreſſed to Mrs. Gunning that ſhe 
hoped the account ſhe had read in the papers, an- 
nouncing a marriage between Lord B. and Miſs 
G. was true. Mrs. G. anſwered, © it was very true;“ 
and that they (General Gunning's family) had been 
wiſhed joy on the occaſion ſome months before by 
the whole town ; and in the courſe of the ſame day, 
when Mrs. B. congratulated General G. on the proſ- 
pect of his daughter's making ſo great a match, the 
General did not contradict the report. 
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and Lord Lorne's meeting, on Saturday 
the 5th Mrs. Bowen was induced to at- 
tempt to undeceive her as to the ſtate of 
her daughter's affections, not entertaining 
adoubt of the truth of Miſs Gunning's let- 
ter, and therefore mentioned to Mrs. Gun- 


ning the contents of that letter. But Mrs. 
Bowen wiſhing not to appear to betray the 
confidence Miſs Gunning had repoſed in 
her, ſhe defired Mrs. Gunning to tell her 
daughter that ſhe (Mrs. B.) had dropt the 
letter by accident from her pocket, and 
that Mrs. Gunning had picked it up, and 
knowing the hand writing, had read it; 
Mrs. Bowen not having the letter about her, 
Mrs. Gunning ſaid ſhe would call on her 
the next day for it. Early the next morn- 
ing (the 6th of February) Mrs. Bowen re- 
ceived the following note from Miſs Gun- 


ning : 


Dear Mrs. Bowing,—I am ſure no- 
thing but having been very much fright= 


% enced 
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cc 
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ened laſt night could have made you 
betray a confidence repoſed in you; in- 
deed you had almoſt killed me; and no- 


thing, I am convinced, but a denial on 


my part, could have ſaved mama from 


inſtantly leaving the Houſe. She now 
thinks you have been impoſed on by for- 
gery, and means to call on you to go out 
an airing with us; and at the ſame time 
ſhe wants you to ſhew her my letter, 
but for God ſake, do not. —If you have 
the ſmalleſt conſideration burn it—it is 
for her own ſake I requeſt this, as it is 


only her own peace I conſult in not in- 


ſtantly owning every thing — but in fu- 


ture I am determined to have no will 
but her's, truſting to your bangur i not 


mentioning this note. 
„ I remain, dear Mrs. Bowing, 
* Affectionately yours, 


« E, GuNNING. 


D « Mama 
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cc 
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& Mama at firſt told me that ſhe had 
picked up my letter to you which you 


had dropped, but after owned you had 
deſired her to ſay ſo; but that you began 
to tell her, without any ſuch thing, and 
defired her to fay ſhe had requeſted you 
to leave the houſe. — Do write me a 
word to ſay you did not mean to deceive 


me and make miſchief.” 


On the outſide of the letter, of which 


the above is a copy, was Written as fol- 


lows : 


5 


C 


cc 


cc 


ve 


«« would not have papa told what 
paſſed laſt night for the world, as he 
would never again ſee mama, or any 


body that had told her. —I truſt this let- 


ter to you and Mr. Bowing's honour, 


And about twelve o'clock Miſs Gunning 


herſelf called on Mrs. Bowen, and ſaid ſhe 


had come unknown to her mother. — Mts 


3 Gun 


had 
you 
had 


gall 


and 


you 
E 2 


dive 


ich. 
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E 
Gunning deſired that Mrs. Bowen would 
deſtroy the letters ſhe had ſent her: and re- 
queſting pen, ink, and paper, wrote two 
notes or letters *. Miſs Gunning wrote 
*The following arc ſuppoſed to be the two notes, or 


letters taken from Mrs. Gunning's pamphlet : 


| « Tueſday 
« Dear Mrs. Bowen. 


« As you ſcem to be in the confidence of 


« Mama I think it right to tell you that you may 
e hint to her that my affections are engaged to my 
« Cn L- dL 
« ried to Ld B—— as ſhe ſeems to think; will 
« you be ſo good to get the encloſed copyed for 


and that I am not to be mar- 


„% met? 
| « Aﬀectionately yours, 


(Signed) “ E. Gunning.” 


6 Fir, 
6 muſt ſay I with you and your daughter 
* had known your own minds ſooner in reſpect to my 


* ſon, 
« am your moſt 


« Obedient” 


Signed at length | - 


but the name miſpelt. 
D 2 them 


E 
them in a hand (as ſhe expreſſed it herſelf) 


ſo unlike her own, that her mother muſt 


take them for forgeries ; with which ſhe 
ſaid, Mrs. Bowen had been deceived, —Miſs 
Gunning gave as a reaſon for what ſhe did, 
that if her mother was undeceived, in re- 
ſpect to her attachment to Lord Lorne, to 


uſe her own words, „ twould produce 


ſuch a rumpus in the family,” that it 
would be the means of ſeparating her fa- 
ther and mother. Mrs. Bowen was 1n- 
duced, from thoſe conſiderations, to com- 
ply ſo far with Miſs Gunning's requeſt as 
to encloſe theſe notes, or letters, apologiz- 
ing for not ſeeing Mrs. Gunning when ſhe 
called, in order to avoid any farther expla- 
nation ; but fortunately Mrs. Bowen did 
not comply wath the whole of Miſs Gun- 
ning's requeſt of burning the letters, which 
Miſs Gunning had made a point of with 
Mrs. Bowen on quitting her on Sunday. 
Some inconſiſtencies in the conduct of Miſs 
Gunning when ſhe called, and hearing in 


the 


_ 


[ 21 1 
the courſe of Sunday and Monday that re- 


ports prevailed in the world that Mrs. and 
Miſs Gunning were ſuſpected of carrying 
on a fictitious correſpondence, Mr. and 
Mrs. Bowen thought it proper to requeſt 
to ſee General Gunning ; and for that pur- 
poſe, on Tueſday the 8th of February, 


Mrs. Bowen wrote a note to the General 


as before mentioned *. + 


About ſeven o'clock that evening Ge- 
neral Gunning went to Mr, Bowen's —Cap- 
tain and Mrs. Bowen were at home. Af- 
ter the uſual compliments, Captain Bowen 
aſked General Gunning if he had reccived 
a letter from the Duke of Marlborough ? 
to which the General anſwered he had. 
Captain Bowen then produced a paper, 
aſking General Gunning if the contents 
were any thing like the letter he had re- 
ceived from the Duke of Marlborough? 


* So far Captain Bowen's narrative. 


. — — — n Ce 


ue > 


On reading over the ſame, General Gun- 
ning expreſſed great ſurpriſe, and ſaid it 
ſeemed to him to be exactly the ſame ; but 
luckily he had the Duke's letter in his 
pocket, which he immediately produced. 
On ſeeing the envelope, Captain Bowen 
did not expreſs any ſurpriſe ; but, upon 
opening the letter, he immediately ſaid 
that he wrote that very letter as a copy, 
which he had ſent to Miſs Gunning, and 
obſcrved, he had written the word Copy” 
at the top, and the word “ Signed” op- 
polite the ſignature, and that if General 
Gunning would, hold it up to the light, 
eraſures muſt appear — which were evi- 
dent, and will be hereafter mentioned * : 
and Captain Bowen ſhewed to General 
Gunning Miſs Gunning's letter 1eceiv- 
ceived by Mrs. Bowen on the Tueſday be- 
fore, and likewiſe gave into his poſſeſſion 
the two other letters Mrs. Bowen had re— 
ccived from his daughter, which General 


* Vide page 41. : 
Gunning 
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Gunning was ſatisfied were his daughter's 


writing “. 


General Gunning thought it proper to 


examine the Groom whom he had ſent to 


N Captain Bowen having ſince thought it neceſ 
ſary to requeſt General Gunning would expreſs his 
ſentiments as to the handwriting, received the fol- 


lowing letter: 


« No. 13, Norton Street, 
« 11th April, 1791. 
« SIR, 


© I DECLARE that the letters you ſhewed me on 
« Tueſday evening the 8th of February, as written 
„ by my daughter, which letters are ſtated in the 
« Caſe which was laid before Counſel], I did then, 
and do now, believe were written by my daugh- 


« ter, 
« IT am, SIR, 


« Your moſt obedient and 
C Moſt humble Servant, 


« J. GUNNING." 


«© Captain Bowen.“ 
Blenheim, 


#4 &: 


[ 24 1 
Blenheim, who confeſſed what was after- 


wards ſworn to in his affidavit *, to which 
the reader is referred. 


Having now evidence beyond the poſſi- 
bility of a doubt, General Gunning, on 
the morning of the gth of February, had 
a converſation with Miſs Minifie nearly to 
the effect mentioned in the pamphlet +, 


with 
* See the affidavit of William Pearce. 


+ © Wedneſday, Feb. 9, General Gunning called 
« me into his dreſſing- room; I was at the time going 
« to him, to tell him that Miſs Gunning had been ill 
“the evening before, and that Dr. H had been 
Vith her at the Ducheſs of B-——'s requeſt, which, 


40 


before he ſpoke to me, I informed him of; but how 


« was I ſhocked to hear him ſay that he was not in the 


ec 


leaſt ſurpriſed at it, as ſhe had ſuch a load of guilt on 


cc 


her mind : that the had forged a letter from the D— 


« of , and alfo thoſe ſuppoſed to have been 


« written by L—d B; that ſhe prevented his 


«c 


(General Gunning's) Groom from going to B——m, 


and had given him the letters which he was to ſay he 


£6 had 


* «3 8 
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1 
with the addition, that the General ſaid 
that the Groom had informed him of the 


truth; 


had brought from the D of I aſked 
him how it was poſſible for her to get the ſeals of the 
D—— of — and of L—d B-——? His an- 
ſwer was, ſhe had ſeals of all kinds ; and that ſhe 


had been at Captain Bowen's lodgings, on Sunday, 


morning the 6th, before they gave up the two letters 


to Mrs. Gunning.—T told him thoſe letters were not 


written in Miſs Gunning's hand. His reply was, 
ſhe could write all ſorts of hands. I then told him 
that I had an anonymous letter yeſterday morning. 
He faid he knew that I had had one, and that it came 


from Captain Bowen ; which letter, my Lord, Mrs. 


Gunning has inſerted. He ſaid, if I would take 


her keys, I ſhould find in her box the copies of thoſe 
very letters: that he did not like to ſpeak to Mrs. 
Gunning upon the ſubject, as they were on bad terms. 
I did go up as he deſired me. Shocked to be ſure ſhe 
was at the falſchoods her father had alledged againſt 
her ; but conſcious innocence did not ſuffer her to be 
diſcompoſed. She gave me her keys, and I opened her 


box, in which there were no paper or letters but ſuch 


as came from your Grace's family,—I went again to 


General Gunnirg, and told him there were no ſuch 


E copies 


(38-3 


truth; to which Miſs Minifie anſwered, 


* Miſs Gunning was determined to defend 
„ herſelf by oath.” The General ſaid, 


cc 


40 


40 


copies as he mentioned. Then, ſaid he, ſhe muſt 
have burnt them. I told him ſhe was as innocent as 
an angel, and that ſhe was determined to vindicate 
herſelf. His reply was, that ſhe would then be 
ruined for ever; for that if ſhe did, the D of 


would proſecute her, and lay her in priſon 


for life that the only thing fic had to do was, to g 
into the country, or leave England. I replicd, ſhc 
would do neither ; that ſhe was determined to clear 
her innocence. He ſaid that was impoſſible, and bid 
me Watch her, for otherwiſe, as ſoon as ſhe felt the 
weight of her guilt, ſhe would deſtroy herſelf.— J 


had not patience to hear more, and left the room. 


6 About an hour aſterwards the Gencral went out 
in the coach; and in another hour he {topped again 
at the door in his carriage, and ſent up for me. He 


then beckoned me to come into the coach, which I 


* did. Tell my daughter, ſaid he, not to go to Argyll 
Houſe, for if ſhe attempts it, ſhe will not be lat in. 


He again told me ſhe muſt go into the country cx 
leave England; and I again repeated ſhe would do 


neither. 


It 
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[39] 
If ſo, ſhe could not think of ſtaying in his 


houſe. 


Thus convinced of the forgery, and the 
author, General Gunning, by the advice 
of his friends, wrote to the Duke of Marl- 


borough the following letter: ; 


London, 11th Feb. I791. 


% MY LORD, 


I BEG leave to encloſe to your Grace 


the copy of a letter which I had the ho- 


„ nour to addreſs you on the 34 inſtant, 
and which I never doubted was to reach 
* your hands fafely, having been delivered 
„ to one of my own ſervauts, who was 
ordered to proceed with it directly to 
„ Blenheim. The ſervant returned to 
London on the evening of the 4th, pre- 
© tending he had delivered my packet at 
„ Blenheim the preceding evening, and 
* brought to me a letter, which, from the 


E 2 „ ſub- 
2 


— 
„ „ 
— LO 
— 4 


* 


c 
T: 
6c 
60 
66 
40 


cc 


= 


66 


cc 


A 


4 


191 
ſubſcription, had the appearance of an 
anſwer from your Grace, and the con- 
tents were as favourable as could be 
wiſhed for the vindication of my daugh- 
ter's character upon the points ſtated in 
my letter to your Grace of the 3d in- 
ſtant. 


« On the receipt of that letter I was on 
the point of ſetting out for Blenheim to 
make my acknowledgements to your 
Grace for the very liberal and explicit 
manner in which your ſentiments have 
been conveyed to me by that letter, 
which I took occaſion to ſhew to the 


Duke of Argyll, and ſome other parti- 


cular friends, who were anxious to get 
at the bottom of the whole of this buſi- 
neſs, for the ſake of diſcovering the 
truth, in preference to every other con- 


ſideration. 
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1 

© It occurred to us, however, that, be- 
fore waiting on your Grace for the above 
« purpoſe, I ought to take every proper 
© means of aſcertaining the fact, whether 
„ that letter, received in anſwer to mine, 
*« was truly from your Grace, becauſe 
e there had been reaſon to ſuſpect the au- 
+ thenticity of ſome letters which, in the 
months of September, November, and 
January laſt, had been brought to me 


« with the apparent ſubſcriptions of Lord 
„ Blandford. 


Having learnt that Lord Henry Spen- 
„ cer was in town, we thought that in 
« your Grace's abſence the moſt proper 
and natural manner of attaining certainty 
on this point was by applying to his 
* Lordſhip to know whether, from the 
* handwriting, ſubſcription, and contents, 
+ he believed that letter to be a genuine 


one from your Grace, 


«« Notuing 
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13 
* Nothing could exceed my ſurpriſe 
when 1 learnt from Lord Henry, after 
at attentive peruſal of the letter, that 
he was fully perſuaded it was not a ge- 


nuine, but a fabricated, letter. 


This diſcovery has led to the inveſti- 
gation of other matters, the reſult of 
which has brought to light a very ex- 
traordinary ſcene of complicated decep- 
tions, ſuch as leave no room to doubt, 
that, during the period while the re- 
ports were circulated of an intended 
marriage between Lord Blandford and 
my daughter, much unjuſtifiable arti- 
fice, deception, and fabrication of let- 
ters, has been practiſed for the purpofe 
of deceiving and miſleading me and my 
relations of the Duke of Argyll's fa- 
mily, in order to perſuade us that both 
your Grace and the Ducheſs of Marlbo- 
rough, and Lord Blandford, had, from 
declarations and conduct, given my 


e daughter 
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daughter ſtrong reaſon to believe that 


a marriage was once ſeriouſly intended 


between Lord Blandford and her. 


The inveſtigation lately made has af- 


forded the ſtrongeſt conviction to me, 


as well as to the Duke of Argyll and 


his family, that no degree of blame can, 


with any colour of juſtice, be imputed 


to any of your Grace's family for any 


thing that has paſſed during the whole 


courſe of this unfortunate buſineſs. I 


with to God it were in my power to ſay, 


with equal certainty, that no blame was 


imputable to any of my family. It is 


with deep regret that I perceive the 


blame which muſt inevitably fall upon 


my infatuated daughter, whoſe conduct 


has been equally unaccountable and un- 


juſtifiable. 


* If, from the deceptions practiſed on 


me by my daughter, ſentiments preju- 
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dicial to the character or conduct of any 
of your Grace's family have been at any 
ume entertained on my part, the beſt 
atonement that can now be made is by 
taking this early opportunity of diſ- 
cloſing to your Grace the reſult of the 


inveſtigations lately made, 


“ I am extremely ſorry that the repoſe 
of your Grace's family ſhould have ſuf- 
ſered any temporary diſturbance either 
from the conduct of any of my family, 
or from the reports circulated about an 
intended marriage between Lord Bland- 
ford and my daughter. It has, there- 
fore, appeared to me a ſatisfaction due 
to your Grace and your family, that, 
after attaining the knowledge of the 
truth, I ſhould loſe no time in thus con- 
veying to your Grace the ſtrong and 
real impreſſion which the true ſtate of 
facts lately diſcovered has made upon 
me, as well as upon the Duke of Argyll 

« „ and 
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and his family, and the other particular 
friends who have been ſo good to aſſiſt 
* me in the progreſs of our late reſearches 
« for diſcovering the truth. 


J have the honour to be, 
« With the greateſt reſpect, 
« My Lon, 
© Your Grace's 
«« Moſt faithful and 
« Obedient Servant, 


«© Joun GUNNING.” 


** His Giace the 
2 * Duke of Marlborough.” 


1 
This letter produced the following anſwer: 


« Sion Hill, 
« Feby 12, 1791.“ 


« SIR), 

| © I] take the earlieſt opportunity to 
thank you for your letter of the 11th of 

f February, which I have juſt now re- 

1 * ceived, and I muſt aſſure you at the 

X* fame time, that your letter of February 3, 

* 1 of 
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of which you encloſe me a copy, was never 
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recerved by me; nor did I ever write to 


you; ſo that the letter you ſhewed my 


e ſon Henry, muſt have been a forgery. ' 


«© I am heartily ſorry for the uneaſineſs 


* 


* 


you have felt on this buſineſs, and can 
„ only ſay that I really believe there never 


was any foundation for the reports you 


C allude to. 


Jaun, Sin, 
With great truth, 
&© Your moſt obedient 


% Humble Servant, 


' 


«© MARLBOROUGH. 


The buſineſs being in this ſtate, Mrs. 


and Miſs Gunning having left the General's 


houſe, the ſame. became the -public con- : 


verſation of the town. Paragraphs were 


inſerted in newſpapers, and Mrs. Gunning 


oe 


* 
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4 having threatened to publiſh a letter to the 
Duke of Argyll on the ſubject, it was 
thought right that ſteps ſhould be taken to 
I undeceive Mrs. Gunning, who appeared to 


be ignorant of her daughter's conduct, and 


2 thereupon all the perſons whom it was 
: ſuppoſed could explain or throw a light 
ö on the matter, were examined, and they 


made the following affidavits, copies where- 


of were ſent to Mrs. Gunning, which, it 


was hoped, would have put a ſtop to any 


- farther publications; ſhe has, however, 


publiſhed the letter herewith left * 


* Mrs. Gunning's painphlet, laid before Counſel, 


1 
MARY CRANE's AFFIDAVIT. 
Middleſex 10 Wit. 


Mary CRANE, ſervant to Captain 


Bowen, maketh oath, and faith, that on or 
about Tueſday the firſt day of February in- 
ſtant, John (a ſervant to Miſs Gunning of 
St. James's Place) delivered, at Captain 
Bowen's lodgings at No. 23, Queen: ſtreet, 


May Fair, a packet which he deſired might | 


be given to Mrs. Bowen, ſaying, that ns 
anſwer ſhould be ſent for —-** That Miſs 
** Gunning would either call herſelf on 
„Mrs. Bowen, or that the ſaid John 
would come in the courſe of the day for 
an anſwer.” And this deponent further 


ſaith, that on her return from chapel, on 


Sunday the 6th of February, ſhe heard the 


voice of a lady on the ſtairs—That the ſaid 
lady was then going down the faid ſtairs— 
And on her obſerving to her ſaid miſtreſs 
(Mrs. Bowen) afterwards that ſhe thought 
ſhe had heard a lady's voice — her ſaid 


miſtreſs 
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miſtreſs replied, Yes, it 
ning's.” 
Sworn before me this 


17th day of Feb. 


1791, 
W. ADDINGTON. 


$- 


was Miſs Gun- 


Mark of 


Many CRANk. 


FRAN- 


11 
FRANCOIS LUGRIN's AFFIDAVIT. 
Middleſex to Wit. 


FrANcois LuGrIN dernierment 
domeſtique chez Monſieur le Capitaine 
Bowen, fait ferment que Dimanche dernier 
huit jours, le fix de Fevrier inſt. il laiffa 
entrer chez Capitaine Bowen (a numero 23, 
Queen Street, May Fair) Mademoiſelle Gun- 
ning de Saint James's Place (laquelle Made- 
moiſelle il connoit de yite) et apres y avoir 
reſter environ trois quarts d'heure, il la 
laiſſa ſortir. Madlle Gunning y arriva & 
en ſortit en chaiſe a porteurs, qui l'atten- 


doit dans la rue prochaine, 


FnAxcois LuGRIN, 


Sworn before me this 


17th day of Feb. 


1791, 
W. ADDINGTON. 


Tranſlation 


4 
+ 
* 


1 
Ti ranſlation of F RANCIS LUGRIN's Affdavit. 


Middleſex to Wit, 


Francis LuGRIN, late ſervant to Capt. 
Bowen, maketh oath and faith, that. laſt 
Sunday ſe'nnight, the 6th of February in- 
ſtant, he the deponent let into Captain 
Bowen's lodgings (at No. 23, Queen Street, 
May Fair) Miſs Gunning of St. James's 
Place, which lady he knows by fight ; and 
the faid Miſs Gunning having remained 
about three quarters of an hour at his maſ- 


4 


ter's, he the deponent let her out. 


The ſaid Miſs Gunning both came and 
went away in a chair, which waited for 


her in the adjoining ſtreet. 


8 


FRANCIS LUGRIN. 


Sworn before me this 


17th day of Feb. 


1791, 
W. ADDINGTON. 


11 
Ma. anpd Mas. BOWEN's AFFIDAVIT *, 


Middle eſer to Wit. 

EssEx BowEN, Eſquire, and LI- 
SETTA his wife, -make oath and fay, that 
Miſs Gunning, of St. James's Place, came 
to their lodgings at No. 23, Queen Street, 
May Fair, on Sunday, the 6th day of Fe- 
bruary inſtant, when the faid Miſs Gun- 
ning wrote two letters +, which ſhe requeſted 

night be ſhewn to Mrs. Gunning, her mo- 
ther; and that the ſaid letters were in- 
cloſed and delivered to Mrs. Gunning the 
ſame day when the called on Mrs. Bowen. 


LisETTA BOWEN. 
EssEx BOWEN. 


Sworn before me this 
17th day of Feb. 


1791. 
W. ADDINGTON. 


* This and the following affidavit were made by 
Mr. and Mrs. Bowen, not for the purpoſe of being 
produced as evidence in their own cauſe, but to con- 
tribute, with others, to undeceive Mrs. Gunning. 


+ Theſe are ſuppoſed to be the two letters which 
Mrs. Gunning ſtates, pages 76 and 77. Vide p. 19. 
| Mr. 
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Ma. BOWEN's AFFIDAVIT. 
Esskx Bowen, of Queen Street, 
May Fair, Eſquire, maketh oath and faith, 
that on Tueſday, the 1ſt day of February 
inſtant, Mrs. Bowen, this deponent's wife, 
gave to this deponent the note or letter 


now produced and ſhewn to this deponent 


at the time of ſwearing this his affidavit, 
marked with the letter B.*, and which this 
deponent, from the ſignature — E. Gun- 
ning—concluded to come from Miſs Gun- 
ning, the daughter of General Gunning. 
And this deponent further ſaith, that, toge- 
ther with the ſaid note or letter, was in- 


eloſed under a cover, directed to Mrs. 


Bowen a paper writing, purporting to be 


a letter from his Grace the Duke of Marl- 


borough to General Gunning ; and which 


paper writing this deponent, in compliance 
with the requeſt expreſſed in the ſaid note 
or letter marked (B), did faithfully copy and 


* Miſs Gunning's firit letter to Mrs. Bowen, re- 
ceived the firſt of February. See p. 11. 
G tranſ- 


— 6 


18 
tranſcribe. And this deponent further ſaith, 


that the ſaid paper writing, purporting to be 
a letter from the ſaid Duke of Marlborough 
to General Gunning as aforeſaid, together 
with the ſaid copy thereof ſo made by this 


deponent, were incloſed in a cover, and 


directed to the ſaid Miſs Gunning ; and 
which this deponent underſtood and be- 
lieves was afterwards given to a ſervant, or 
other perſon, who called for the ſame, as 
coming from the ſaid Miſs Gunning. And 
this deponent further ſaith, that on Sun- 
day, the 6th day of February inſtant, he 
was given to underſtand that ſuſpicions 
were entertained as to the authenticity of the 
correſpondence which had been repreſented 
to have taken place between the Duke of 
Marlborough, the Marquis of Blandford 
his ſon, and the ſaid Miſs Gunning, and 
her father, General Gunning.—Upon this 
intimation, this deponent requeſted Ge- 
neral Gunning to call on this deponent, 
which the ſaid General Gunning did on 

Tueſ- 


= 1 
» |} Tueſday, the 8th day of February inſtant; 


at which meeting this deponent put into 
the hands of General Gunning a copy of 
the aforeſaid paper writing, purporting to 


be a letter from the Duke of Marlborough, 


to give General Gunning as aforeſaid; 


which copy had been taken or made by the 
' faid Mrs. Bowen from that encloſed, and 
ſent with the aforeſaid note or letter marked 
B. And this deponent further ſaith at 
the ſame time, he this deponent, or the 
ſaid Mrs. Bowen, produced to General 
Gunning, the ſaid note or letter marked (B) 
as the note or letter in which the ſaid pa- 


per writing was incloſed under a cover, di- 
f rected to Mrs. Bowen as aforeſaid. And 
ö this deponent further ſaith, that the ſaid 
General Gunning diſcovered much ſur- 
: prize at this deponent's having in his poſ- 
> ſeſſion a copy of the aforeſaid paper writing 
| or letter, which the ſaid General Gunning 


* Conſidered himſelf to have received from 
ö the Duke of Marlborough, in anſwer to 
1 


One 
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one which he, the ſaid General, mentioned 
that he had written to the Duke. But 
this deponent faith, that at ſuch time, the 


ſaid General Gunning did not expreſs, nor 
as this deponent believes, does the ſaid 
General Gunning now entertain, any doubt 
reſpecting the note or letter marked (B), : 
and then produced to him, the ſaid Gene- 
ral Gunning, being of the hand-writing of 
his ſaid daughter Miſs Gunning. And this 
deponent further ſaith, that at ſuch meet- 
ing, the ſaid General Gunning took out of 
his pocket the paper or letter now produced, 
and ſhewn to this deponent at the time of 
ſwearing this his affidavit, and marked with 
the letter (AJ*, as a letter received by him 
from the Duke of Marlborough on the pre- 
ceding Friday; but which, upon being 
ſhewn to this deponent, proved to be the 
copy which this deponent had made of 
the aforeſaid paper-writing, purporting as 


aforeſaid, to be a letter from the ſaid Duke 


* Vide page 5. 


of 


(BJ 


d | of Marlboroug hto the ſaid General Gun- 
it 3 ning, except that in making the ſaid copy, 
e 7 this deponent had written the word © copy” 
r y at the top, and the word “ ſigned” oppoſite 
f the ſignature Marlborough, which ſaid 
b words © copy” © ſigned”, do not now ap- 
1 pear on the ſaid copy, the ſaid words having 


been eraſed ſince the ſaid copy was wrote 
and ſent as aforeſaid. And this deponent 
further faith, that the ſaid paper or letter 


Z marked (A) is the ſame paper or letter 
| which was produced by him, the ſaid Ge- 
7 neral Gunning to this deponent and his faid 
: wife, as herein before mentioned. And 
ö this deponent further ſaith, that although 


4 his Grace the Duke of Argyll, Lord Fre- 
d4c4rick Campbell, the Right Honourable 
General Conway, Andrew Stuart, Eſquire, 
and the aforeſaid General Gunning, to 
whom the foregoing facts have been ſtated 
by this deponent, are fully ſatisfied of the 
truth of ſuch this deponent's ſtatement; 
yet this deponent, anxious to relieve the 


feelings 


—— — —— — — ͤ —— ͤkA— 


11 

feelings of General Gunning, and in the 
hope that Mrs. Gunning and her daughter, 
the aforeſaid Miſs Gunning, may be brought 
to a right ſenſe of the ſerious conſequences 
which may reſult from a public inveſtiga- 
tion of the reports which have gone abroad, 
is induced to make this affidavit. 


EssEkx BOWEN. 


Sworn at the Public- 


Office in Symonds- 
Inn, the 24th day of 
February 1791, be- 
fore 

E. LxEps. 
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AFFIDAVIT OF WILLIAM PEARCE. 


WILLIAM PEARCE, groom to Ge- 
neral Gunning, aged fifty, or thereabouts, 
maketh oath and faith that a pacquet and 
a letter were delivered to him by General 
Gunning, on the morning of the day on 
which he was directed by General Gun- 
ning to go to the Duke of Marlborough's, 
and that he was directed to carry them to 
the Duke of Marlborough's at Blen- 
heim ; that immediately after the pacquet 
and letter had been ſo delivered to this 
deponent by General Gunning, Hannah 
Hales, who was at that time Miſs Gun- 
ning's maid, came to this deponent, and 
requeſted him to go to Miſs Gunning; that 
he accordingly went to Miſs Gunning, who 
was then in her bed-chamber ; that it was 
about 10 o'clock in the morning; that 
Miſs Gunning met this deponent at the 
door of her room, and ſaid you are going 
to the Duke of Marlborough's.— That this 

2 deponent 
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deponent anſwered, yes.—That then Miſs 
Gunning ſaid to this deponent, you muſt 
not go; that this deponent anſwered and 
ſaid, Miſs Gunning, it is a matter of truſt— 
I muſt perform my truſt—upon which 


Miſs Gunning ſaid, I would not have you 
go for five thouſand pounds : And that ſhe 
inſiſted upon his not going, time after time, 
and ſaid, that the buſineſs he was going 
upon was concerning a letter, which ſhe 
had had two or three days—And that ſhe 
knew what the paper was which he had 
from her papa, and that it was of her own 
hand writing. And this deponent faith, 
that Miſs Gunning deſired him to leave the 
papers which had been delivered to him by 
General Gunning with her, which ſhe 
many times inſiſted on. And this depo- 
nent faith, he went down {ſtairs and brought 
the papers which he had received from 
General Gunning, and delivered them into 
Miſs Gunning's own hand.—That when 
the witneſs had delivered the papers which 


he 
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he had received from General Gunning, to“ 
Miſs Gunning, ſhe delivered to him a letter, 
which ſhe ſaid was a letter from the Duke 
of Marlborough, and which ſhe told this 
deponent ſhe had opened and ſealed it again, 
with the Duke of Marlborough's arms.— 
And this deponent faith, that he hath 
looked at the papers now produced, and 
ſhewn to him this deponent, at the time 
of ſwearing this his affidavit, marked with 
the letter (A) being the cover of a letter ; 
and that theſe words and figure“ General 
“ Gunning, St. James“ Place, London, 
„February 3d“ wrote thereon, are, as this 
deponent verily believes, of the ſame hand- 
writing as the direQion of the letter, which 
Miſs Gunning delivered to him; and that 
this deponent particularly obſerved the day 
of the month written upon the ſaid cover, 
and that he verily believes the ſaid cover ſo 
ſhewn to him to be the ſame which was de- 
livered to this deponent, by the ſaid Miſs 
Gunning. And this deponent further 
ſaitb, that Miſs Gunning ordered him to 


H — 8 


1 
go out of town, and to ſtay ſuch time 
Nas he thought he ought to take in going 
to and returning from the Duke of | 
Marlborough's; and upon his return, to 
deliver the letter which the gave him to 
General Gunning. And this deponent far- 
ther ſaith, that he, this deponent, went 
out of town to Twickenham, and returned 
to town the next day between 9 and 10 
o'clock at night. That upon his return to 
town, William Corrie, the oſtler of the 
livery ſtables where his maſter's horſes 
ſtand, delivered to him a note or letter ; 
and that his deponent hath looked at the note 
or letter * now produced and ſhewn to him 
at the time of ſwearing this his affidavit, 
marked with the letter (B). And this de- 


' * Copy of the note or letter B. 


% William, you muſt tell papa, when you give 
6 him the Duke's letter, that his Grace ſent his com- 
„ pliments, and that he would return the papers 
„ when he had done with them.” 


On the outſide, 4 For William,” 


3 


ponent 


6793-3 
ponent ſaith, that he believes the ſame is the 
note which was ſo delivered to him by the 
faid William Corrie as aforeſaid. And this 
deponent ſaith, that he carried the letter 
which Miſs Gunning had given him as 
aforeſaid, and which ſhe had directed him 
to deliver to General Gunning, to his 
maſter's, General Gunning's houſe. That 
his maſter was not at home, but that this 
deponent delivered it to Thomas Walkis, 
his maſter's valet. And this deponent 
faith, that the day before his maſter found 
it out, that is, before his maſter had diſ- 


covered that this deponent had not been at 
the Duke of Marlborough's, Miſs Gun- 
ning overtook this deponent in Piccadilly 
in her father's carriage; and that ſhe called 
him to the door of the carriage, and ſayed 
to him, you muſt ſtand to it, and if you 
are called upon, you muſt ſay you will take 
your oath of it, or uſed words to that or 
the like effect. And this deponent faith, 
he underftood Miſs Gunning to mean by 

H 2 ſuch 


. ˙ RC9$ oo 


ſuch words as aforeſaid, that if this de- 
ponent was aſked about the letter which 
he delivered to General Gunning's valet as 
aforeſaid, he, this deponent, ſhould ſay 
that he received that letter from the Duke 
of Marlborough. And this deponent ſays, 
that John Dean, footman to General Gun- 
ning, was behind the carriage at the time 
above mentioned; and that the ſaid John 
mentioned to him after he came home, 
that he had heard what Miſs Gunning 
ſayed to him, this deponent, from the car- 
riage. And that the ſaid John Dean told 
this deponent, that he, John, had after- 
wards ſtopped the carriage and ſpoke to 
Miſs Gunning about the matter. And 
that the ſaid John Dean told this depo- 
nent, that he, John, might be brought 
into as great premunire as this deponent ; 
that he expected it, and looked for it; that 
this deponent underſtands John to have 
meant ſomething about a note which Miſs 
Gunning had ſent by John to Mrs. Bowen, 


and 


1 
nd that he ſo underſtands, from a conver- 
ation which he afterwards had with ſome 

of the ſervants of General Gunning. And 
this deponent faith, that he has never ſeen 
Miſs Gunning ſince ſhe left her father's 

@ houſe ; but that in the courſe of the laſt 
week, Hannah Hales, whom this deponent 
believes is the ſervant of Miſs Gunning, 
came to General Gunning's houſe between 
6 and 7 o'clock in the evening, and ſaid 
ſhe wanted to ſpeak with this deponent, 
and that ſhe pulled a paper out of her 
pocket which ſhe ſaid Miſs Gunning deſired 
her to give to this deponent to read; and 
that this deponent read the ſame two or 
three times, and that to the beſt of this de- 
ponent's recollection the contents of the 
paper were, that if this deponent would 
take his oath that he had not del vered the 
papers which had been delivered ro him by 
General Gunning, as before 1s mentioned, to 
Miſs Gunning, that ſhe would ſettle twenty 
pounds a year on him for life, and that he 


might 


[ 54 ] 
might go to Wales, or where he pleaſed, 


and that ſhe would pay him quatterly : 
That this deponent told the ſaid Hannah 
Hales he would not do any ſuch thing 
for all the world, and defired her to tell 
Miſs Gunning that he would do no ſuch 
thing; and Hannah Hales then ſaid to this 
depouent, that ſhe had before told her miſ- 
treſs fo. And this deponent faith, that 
when he had read the paper, which he 
did two or three times, he returned it to 
Hannah Hales, who refuſed to let this de- 
ponent keep the ſame, and faid ſhe was or- 
dered not, And this deponent faith, he 


believes that the paper ſhewn to him by 
Hannah Hales was Miſs Gunning's hand 
writing, he this deponent having often 
ſeen her hand writing ; but that it appeared 
to this deponent to have been written faſt. 
And this deponent faith, that he never was 
at Captain Bowen's houſe, and that he 
does not know Mr. or Mrs. Bowen if he 
was 


35 


2 


was to ſee them, and that he does not 


know where Captain Bowen lives. 


WILLIAM PEARCE. 


Sworn at my houſe 
in Lincolns-Inn 
Fields this 21ſt 
day of February, 


I791, 
Before me, 


Joux Op. 


AFFIDAVIT 
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Y INS 
AFFIDAVIT of ISAAC CLEMMITT, WIL- 


LIAM CORRIE, and JOSEPH HILL. 


Isaac CLEMMuITT, of the White Bear 
Inn, Piccadilly, ſtablekeeper ; William 
Corrie, head oftler ; and Joſeph Hill, un- 
der oſtler to the ſaid Iſaac Clemmitt, each 
ſpeaking for himſelf, ſeverally make oath 
and ſay; and firſt, this deponent, - Haac 
Clemmitt, for himſelf, faith, that he this 
deponent being riding on horſeback in Pic- 
cadilly, he was called to by Miſs Gunning, 
who was then 1n her father, General Gun- 
ning's, coach, nearly oppoſite St. James's 
church ; that Miſs Gunning gave to this 
deponent a note, or letter, and defired he 
would deliver the ſame to William (mean- 

ing, as this deponent underſtood, General 
Gunning's groom) hefore he went to his 
maſter, General Gunning's. And this de- 


. ponent ſaith, that he verily believes that the 


note 


11 
gore or letter now produced, and ſhewn to 
him at the time of ſwearing this his affi- 
davit marked (B) *, is the ſame mote or 
letter that Miſs Gunning ſo delivered to him 
this deponent. And this deponent faith, that 
he this deponent returned home with the 
note, and delivered it to the other depo- 
nent, Joſeph Hill, who is under oftler to 
this deponent, and deſired him to be very 


particular, and on no conſideration to omit 
delivering the ſame to General Gunning's 
groom (meaning the ſervant who was out 
with General Gunning's horſe). And this 
deponent faith, that the ſaid note or letter 
was delivered to this deponent by Miſs 
Gunning on Friday the fourth day of Fe- 
bruary inſtant ; and that he is the more 


certain as to the day, as it appears from his 
books that the General's horſe was booked 


The note or letter referred to in the grodm's affi- 
davit.—See page 47. | 


I out 


LC 

out on the third—and booked in on the 
fourth of February inſtant ; and this depo- 
neut faith, that he knows Miſs Gunning's 
perſon perfectly well. And this deponent, 
Joſeph Hill, for himſelf, faith, that he well 
remembers that his maſter, the ſaid Ifaac 
Clemmitt, gave him a note or letter in the 
afternoon a few hours before William, Ge- 
neral Gunning's groom, came home; that 
this deponent put the ſaid note or letter 
into his pocket, and afterwards told: the 
other deponent, William Corrie, the head 
oſtler, that he had a note for William, Ge- 
neral Gunning's groom. And this depo- 
nent, Joſeph Hill, further faith, that when 
William, General Gunning's groom, came 
home, this deponent being then at ſupper, 
his fellow ſervant, the other deponent, 
William Corrie, came to this deponent and 
aſked him for the note, which this depo- 
nent gave to him, and ſays, he verily believes 
the note or letter nw produced to this depo- 
nent, at the time of ſwearing this his ath- 
davit 


2 


1 
davit marked (B), is the ſame note or letter 
that was delivered to this deponent, and by 
him given to the ſaid other deponent, William 
Corrie, as aforefaid. And this deponent, 
William Corrie, for himſelf, faith, that 
. the other deponent, Joſeph. Hill, did, on 
the fourth day of February inſtant, inform 
this deponent, that he had a note for Wil- 
liam, General Gunning's groom, which he 
had received from his maſter, meaning the 
ſaid Iſaac Clemmitt : That on the ſaid 
groom's return this deponent went into the 
kitchen to the ſaid Joſeph Hill, and aſked 
him for the note, which the ſaid Joſeph 
Hill delivered to this deponent ; and that 
this deponent took it down to the ſtable, 
and gave it to General Gunning's ſaid 
groom ; that there was a direCtion on the 
note for William. And this deponent be- 
lieves that the note or letter now produced, 
and ſhewn to him at the time of ſwearing 
this his affidavit, marked with the letter 


(B), is the ſame note or letter which was 
delroered 


1 
delivered to this deponent, and by him given ts 
rhe ſaid groom as aforeſaid. 


All ſworn at my 
houſe in Lin- IsAAc CLEMMITT, 
coln's Inn Fields WILLIAM CoRRIE, 
this twenty-firſt Joszea HILL. 
day of February 
1791, before me, 


Joun OxD. 


THE END. 


BOOKS printed for J. DEBRETT, oppoſite 
Burlington Houſe, Piccadilly. 


HE PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER; or, The 
HISTORY of the ProcEttDinGs and DEBATES of 
BOTH HOUSES of PARLIAMENT during the preſent 
Seſſion. 


Reviſed and collated with the Notes of the ſeveral Members 
who have very obligingly communicated them to the Editors, 
who beg leave to retuin their moſt grateful acknowledgments, 
and to entreat a continuance of their countenance and ſupport, 
which they will endeavour to deſerve by a faithful attention to 
all their favours. 


No. VIII. of the PRESENT S£8810N, publiſhed this Day, 
contains the Debate on Mr. DUNDAS*s Reſolutions on the 
India War. 


*.* This Work has for many years been honoured with 
the moſt diſtinguiſhed approbation of the Public, having beea 
frequently referred to by individuals of all parties, and ac- 
knowledged to conſiſt of the faireſt, fulleſt, and moſt impartial 
Statement of PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES and PRO- 
CEEDINGS ever printed in the kingdom. Upon the ſeveral 
great National Queſtions, the moſt important Debates have 
been collated, reviſed, and corrected by the principal Speakers. 
This Work is farther rendered particularly intereſ ing, by 
containing copies of all the important STATE PAPERS 
laid upon the Tables of both Houſes for the Peruſal of the 
Members. 


During the laſt Seſſion the Papers have been, the NAVY, 
ARMY, and ORDNANCE ESTIMATES; Produce of 
all the TAXES, CUSTOMS, EXCISE, STAMPS, and 
INCIDENTS, Imports and Exports, from and to all the 
Nations in EUROPE, AMERICA, AFKICA, the WEST 
INDIES, &c, Income and Charges upon the CONSOLI“ 
DATED FUND; State of the Whale Fiſhery, Naval Stores, 
imported from RUSSIA, &c. &c. in one large Volume, 
price 148. half bound and lettered. 


In the former Seſſions are printed, bendes the Annual Ace 
counts, the imporant Report of Mr. THOMAS PITT, on 
the FUNDED and UNFUNDED Debt, with all the Docu- 
ments referred to, printed verbatim, and alſo the intereſting 
REPORT of the SELECT COMMITTEE in 1786, on 
the PUBLIC INCOME and Expenditure ; together with 
every Paper of Conſequence that has either occupied the 
attention of Parliament, or afforded Information te the 
Public, 


Of 
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Of whom may be had, 


The Parliamentary Regiſter, from the General Election 
m 17, to 1784. In 14 volumes, price gl. 58. half bound 
and lettered. 

The Parliamentary Regiſter, from the General Election 
in 1784, to the Diſſolution of Parliament in 1790. In 13 
volumes, price 61, 128. half bound and lettered. 


$55 Gentlemen who want any Numbers to complete their 


Sets, are rcqueſted to apply to the Publiſher, or to their reſpec- 
tive Bookſellers, as ſpeedily as poſſible. 


A correct LIST of the MINORITY on Mr. Grtevy's 
Motions in the Houſe of Commons, April 12, 1791, againſt 
the War, Price 6d. 


A ſhort SEASONABLE HINT, addreſſed to the LAND- 
HOLDERS and MERCHANTS of Great Britain, on the Alarm 
of a War with Rufiia. Price 18. 


CONSIDERATIONS on the Approach of a WAR, and 
the Conduct of His MAJESTY's MINISTERS. Price 
18. 6d. 

CONSIDERATIONS on the PRUSSIAN TREATY; 
to which is added a Copy of the Treaty. Price 1s. 6d. 


Queries concerning the CONDUCT which ENGLAND 
ſhould follow in Foreign Politics in the preſent State of Eu— 
rope, By Sir JOHN DALRYMPLE, Bart. price 2s. 6d. 


The Subſtance of the Speech of the MARQUIS of 
LANSDOWN, in the Houſe of Lords, December 14, 1790, 

en the Subject of the Convention with Spain, ſigned October 
13, 1790. Price 18. 


OFFICIAL PAPERS relative to the Diſpute between 
the Courts of Great Britain and Spain, on the Subject of the 
Ships captured in Noatka Sound, and the Negotiation that fol- 
lowed thereon; together with the Proceedings in both Houſes 
of Parliament on the King's Meſſage; to which are added 
the Report of M. De MIRABEAU, and the ſubſequent De- 
crees of the National Aſſembly of France on the FIRE Com- 


pact. Price, 25s. 6d. 


The ERRORS of the BRITISH MINISTER, in the 
Negotiation w.th the Court of Spain. Price, 2s, 6d. 


A SKETCH of the REIGN OF GEORGE THE 
THIPD, from 1780, to the Cloſe: of the Year 1790. «th 
Edition. Price 48. ſewed. 

A LET» 
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A LETTER to the Right Honourable EDMUND 
BURKE, from Sir BROOKE BOOTHBY, Bart. Price 
28. 6d. 


An INQUIRY into the PRINCIPLES of TAXATION, 
chiefly applicable to Articles of immediate Conſumption. 
4to. Price 128. in boards, 


THOUGHTS on the probable INFLUENCE of the 
FRENCH REVOLUTION on Great Britain. Price 18. 


The SUBSTANCE of the SPEECH of the Right Ho- 
nourable EDMUND BURKE, in the Debate on the Army 
Eſtimates in the Houſe of Commons, July 9, 17903 com- 
prehending a Diſcuſſion of the Situation of Affairs in France. 
4th Edition, price 1s. 


A VINDICATION of the Right Honourable EDMUND 
BUKKE's Reflections, in Anfwer to his Opponents. Price 
28. 6d. 


THOUGHTS on GOVERNMENT, occaſioned by Mr. 
Burke's Reflections, by GEORGE ROUS, Eſq. The 4th 
Edition. Price 28. 


THE EAST INDIA KALENDAR; or, ASIATIC 
REGISTER, for Bengal, Madras, Bombay, Fort Marlbo- 
rough, China, and St. Helena. Por the Year 1791, On a 
more extenſive plan than any hitherto offered to the Public, 
Containing complete and correct Liſts of the Civil, Military, 
Marine, Law, and Revenue Eſtabliſhments; Public Offices; 
Bankers; Greek, Armenian, Mogul, and Portugueſe Mer— 
chants; Company' s Agents at Home and Abroad; with a 
correct Liſt of Britiſh European Subjects reſiding in India, not 
in the Company's ſervice, &c. &c. Price 25. 6d, lewed. 


A Treatiſe on WATERING MEADOWS; wherein are 
ſhewn ſome of the many Advantages arifing from that Prac- 
t.ce ; particularly on coarſe, boggy, or barren Lands, and the 
Method of performiag the Work. Alfo the Pemarks on a 
late Pamphlet upon that Subject, with five Copperplates. 
Second edition, with conſiderable additions. By GOOG 
BosSWELL, of Piddletown, Dorſet. Price 38.— 
« Flooding is truly the beſt of all improvements, where it 
«© can be effected; and there ought pot to be a ſingle acre of 
„land negleted which is capable of.''—Kent's Hints to the 
Lauded lnterctt, 
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BOOKS printed for J. DEBRETT. 


The REPORT of the SELECT COMMITTEE, t 
whom it was referred to examine and ſtate the ſeveral Ace- 
counts, and ether Papers preſented to the Houſe of Com- 
mons, relating to the Public Income. and Expenditure : and 
Alſo to report to the Houſe what may be expected to be the 
annual Amount of the ſaid Income and Expenditure in fu- 
9250 March 2, 1786. Price 38. 

* This important Report contains an authentic State · 
want of every Part of the Britiſh Revenue; with Documents 
and Vouckers' for every Department and Office; and includes 
the Appendix complcte. 


OB$sERVATIONsS on the MANUFACTURES, Traps, . 
PansENT STATE of IRELAND, by John Lord Sheffield. 
Third Edition. Price 7s. in boards 

This work includes the important queſtion relative to the 
Opening the Ports of Great Britain to the Manufactures of 
Ireland, and alſo to the Colonial and Foreign Produce of that 
Kingdom, 


OBSERYATIONS on the COMMERCE of the AMERICAN 
STATEs, with an Appendix, containing Remarks on the 
Trade and Navigation of Britain, and on the late Proclama- 
tions. The Sixth Edition, with conſiderable Additions, and 
ſeveral intereſting Tables. By Joux LORD SHEFFIELD. 
Price 6s: in boards 

To this Edition is prefixed an Introduction, in reply to 
the Remarks and Objections which have been publiſhed againſt 


this work. 


OBSERVATIONS on the PROJECT for ABOLISHING 
the SLAVE TRADE, and on the Reaſonablenefs of at- 
tempting ſome practicable mode of relieving the Negroes ; 
SECOND Eotriox, with AbpITIONs, by JoHN LorD 
SHEFFIELD. Price 1s. 6d. 


EXTRA OFFICIAL STATE PAPERS; addreſſed to 
the Right Honourable Lord RAWDON, and the other 
Membe:s of the Two Houſes of Parliament, aſſociated for 
the Preſervation of the Conſtitution, and promoting the 
Proſperity of the Britiſh Empire. By a late Under Secretary 
ot State. In 2 vols. Price 38. in boards, 


An INQUIRY into the SITUATION of the RAST- 
INDIA COMPANY, from Papers laid 'before the Houſe of 
Commons in 1787, 1788, 189, and 1790, with an Appens 
dix of intereſting Papers. By Geoige Crauford, Eſq price 6s. 


